
 

 

Sustainable Energy Committee - Minutes 

Conference Room G - Town Hall 

Friday, May 6, 2011 

7:45 am – 9:00 am 

Committee Members Present: 

Suzy Littlefield, Chair 
Richard Joyce,  
Christopher Ketchen  
Beth DeSombre  
Scott Bender  
Robert Cooper 
Ellen Korpi  
Molly Fairchild, Sustainable Energy Coordinator 

 

Citizens’ Speak – no one present 

Minutes approved for 4/1/11 & 4/15/11  

 

Update on Events  Ms Fairchild commented that the article by David Halperin  in the first edition of the 

new monthly free paper LocalTownPages – “Sustainable Energy Committee Seeks Awareness”, about 

our last meeting, captured the tone and content of the meeting well. 

 

Green Schools Ms Littlefield reported that Green Schools received a grant from WEF (Wellesley 

Education Foundation)   for a garden. The Green schools classroom certification program is moving along 

well.  During the mini-Marathon day at WMS – Mr Bogage lead a mini powerdown.   

 

Sprague SEED-Fest Mr Bender reported on the success of the Sprague SEED-Fest –with a strong 

showing from the MLP and SEC.  Francisco Frias, MLP Electrical Engineer had a bike that he had made 

to generate light and power a radio when pedaled.  Both Francisco and Suzanne Newark were great with 

showing the kids how the bikes worked.   Scott Bender was there a bike that had made to generate 

electricity for a CFL and incandescent bulb.  Ellen Korpi talked with visitors about VREP and Summer 

Cooling initiative. Molly Fairchild was a guest scientist discussing the students’ science Fair projects with 

them individually.     

Mr Cooper digressed with a visual – a link showing the Hills Hoist clothes line that closes like an 

umbrella, encouraging Mr Bender to explore some innovative improvements in line drying clothing. 

Ms Littlefield reminded us that The Theme for the Wellesley Parade  this year is “40 years of recycling in 

Wellesley” - scheduled for  May 22
nd

 celebration.   

   

 
  



 

 

 

Interfaith Sustainability Meeting Ms Fairchild and Ms Littlefield reported on the enthusiastic turn-out 

from 8 of the 11 Houses of Worship with a total group of about 25.  There was the complete spectrum of 

involvement and efficiency work, and discussion of the need for a capital campaign to do this. There was 

common interest in bulk fuel oil purchase and energy audits and solar panels, as well as gaining a better 

understanding of how to reduce demand.   Information was shared about MA Interfaith Power and Light 

(MIP&L), as another resource. 

 

Sustainable Communities Conference Ms Littlefield reported on Fort Devon’s commercial 

development – the great exchange  - waste from one raw material for another, creating value for 

materials.  Discussion led to Pay-as-you-throw (PAYT), and how even a minimum charge increases 

recycling.   

 

LOGO and Banner Mr Bender reported that there are two graphic designers now helping with the 

graphics for the logo and banner and he will contact the person at the College who worked on developing 

their logo. He shared some themes such as the 4 Rs with” renew” added to ”reduce reuse recycle… 

renew” , also on a T-shirt.   Ms Fairchild will meet with a writer wordsmith for advertising to help with 

the phrasing.  Ms Fairchild reported that the banner was scheduled to be displayed on Central Street for 2 

weeks starting at the end of May.  Mr Joyce indicated it takes about three days to produce a banner. 

 

Mr Bender suggested a Website homepage  - discussed with Janet Bowser of NRC.   “a great start”   

visual picture of those involved, with a follow-up photo next year. 

 

Summer Cooling Mailer and Article  Mr Joyce indicated that the MLP will do a direct mailing for 

Summer Cooling at the beginning of June.  Ms Desombre suggested to reduce the information to just 

Summer Cooling (no leadership story – no voluntary renewable) with the 10% goal as closing statement - 

well organized and clear.  Mr Bender suggested a small graphic of 10-years growth in electric use, and 

examples of people’s stories can go in the Townsman article. Ms Korpi will send a final draft for 

comments by May 22. 

Ms Korpi said that Xinghua Li, media professor at Babson, has been a great resource, emphasizing the 

need to touch people from different ways.  A brief discussion of a Facebook page.   Mr Bender indicated 

that he has looked into other towns that have only 5 people following - a lot of work. 

 

Idea for regular column in Newspaper   Ms Korpi shared an idea for a regular very short blurb in the 

newspaper with a recognizable Logo format for to share - Energy saving facts and Energy Tips (How to).  

That would occasionally also be along with a longer article.  Ms DeSombre indicated this would also be 



 

 

perfect for a twitter feed.  Mr Bender suggested that it may take a more collaborative effort with MLP 

NRC SEC to have a regular piece. 

 

Articles in progress  Ms Fairchild mentioned a few articles that are currently being discussed with the 

SEC with the MLP and drafted, including one on the Street Lights Retrofits with Don Newell, on the 

MLP solar panels and Garage with Francisco Frias,  and the Voluntary renewable energy program. 

In celebration of the opening of the New High School the Sustainable Design of WHS will also be written 

about by the members of SMART, the volunteer group who originally worked with the SC and PBC to 

encourage the use of sustainable design for the New High School.  The responses from the GreenScene 

request for Lead-By-Example Stories.  These would help to leverage the sustainable energy initiatives by 

the MLP to have greater public awareness and understanding of our Town goals for emissions reduction. 

 

Develop Strategy for Outreach to Departments Continued discussion regarding involving departments 

in energy reduction. Ms Fairchild will develop a calendar, with technology prioritized for this summer. 

 

9:00 Meeting Adjourned 

Next Meeting - 5/20/11 


